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to-see them,” Tavey said of the five children she was accused of kidnapping. “They sﬁm.o::_ﬁ and stili are.

Woman who took children

of Katrina evacuee cleared

w Grand jury
doesn’t indict her
in kidnapping case

By PEGGY O'HARE 5

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

After escaping a criminal in-
dictment Tuesday, a Houston
woman said ‘she hopes to re-,

. sume contact with five children
she sm& been accused of Ea:mvu

ping., - -
o ES:% Laine .ﬁmﬁ«: NEV, said
V 01 is.0p ;.. SwEm oE

Eo&ﬁ. Erica Enro:mm —even
after vﬁme public mudslingin
“It’s heartbreaking not to see

, ﬁpﬂ?x Taveysaid at her attor-

:Q s office Tuesday. “They
our life and still are. And
pen to them. They

Tavéy, who claimed she
‘aised the children herself for
three years-with virtually no fi-
:msem_ thelp from Alphonse or

er family, had been accused in
8:2 documents of failing to re-
turn the siblings to their
mother,

Tavey and the children, rang:

ing from 2 to 8 years old, van-
ished July 11 when Alphonse
tried to take the kids back.
The children were in fine
condition when they were found
Aug. 7 as officers arrested Tavey
at a relative’s northeast Hous-

ton home, the day after a nation--
~ wide Amber Alert was issued.

. Tavey claimed the siblings
would be in danger if allowed to
eturn to New Orleans with
eir mother. But Child Protec-
ve Services found no evidence
support her charges of abuse

t.my house any- -

of the children, but expressed

sion.

. she would latet repew the cus-
tody battle. .

“Right now, the dust:fi mmm_”

to settle,” she said. “Everything

needs to just mmﬁ_m from all this, -
And see ,s}mﬂ.@ we. g0 fidm,

there.”

Alphonse, 24,
Her attorney'said Tavey appears
unrepentant about the damning

allegations she lodged .against :

the children’s mother.

“I personally find that a little

troubling,” said Houston attor-
ney Shelley Ross. “I think Eric
is an excellent parent. I’ve seen
nothing:suggesting otherwise.”

Ross alleged Tavey made the
accusations just to help her ow:
legal defense.

“She appears to be inconsis-
tent in many ways, let me just!
put it that way,” he said, .
Tavey said m&m did what she, -

ﬁmé% has si ce Em::mmmm a, ,.
court petition seeking custody

She was vague' when asked if..

could not be .
_reached for comment-Tuesday.: :
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Rhonda Tavey-talks to the media with her attorney Hoaa Ward on Emw%v\_ It's heartbreaking not

gh ::amﬁ% on and Em.

ﬁgmmwmm
Emmou themselves “available ‘to
mm..m&% ?: were not called to'do

B Sommoﬁow Jane Waters; who
handled the case, could not'be
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lom jailed
after 3 girls
left alone in
apartment

By JENNIFER LEAHY

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

A Houston-area mother has
been charged with child aban-
donment, accused of leaving her
three young daughters alone
overnight instheir apartment
while she was out drinking.

Harris County Pct. 4 deputy
constables were called to the

Applewood Village Apartments

about 9:15 a.m. Tuesday after a
neighbor reported hearing the
girls, a-4-year-old and 1-year-
old twins, cry all night Monday.

" The girls had been left alone
since about 10 p.m. Monday,
said Harris County. Pct. 4 Capt.
Steve Whitton. ,

“At first we were concerned
with the mother’s welfare as
well. Who would leave three
young children alone for that
long?” he said. “But she had left
to go out drinking in Conroe.”

Heather. Lynn Vaughan, 27,
told . authorities someone was
watching the children when she
left, but she was unable to pro-
vide a name, Whitton said.

The apartment at 4500 Cy-
presswood was tiiclean, with a
“sour smell,” he said. “And ob-
viously ‘they ‘hadn’t ‘been
changed or fed in a long time;”

The three sisters were evalu-
ated ‘at a hespital and then e
leased to a relative. o

“I think it surprises wmoEm
that these are the number one
complaint we investigate. About
40 to 41 percent of our cages are
abandonment, the physical
abuse cases are second,” said
Estella Olguin, a spokeswoman
for Child Protective Services.

Vaughan i$ jailed on three
charges of child abandonment,
with bail at $2,000 per charge.

Child abandonment is puh-
ishable by 180 days to twd:years
in state jail and up'to-a:$10 000
fine if convicted, said'Whitton:

CPS has n )
Vaughan and-
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Sleepless

» Having trouble falling: mm_mmv and/o
staying asleep?
¢ Are you at least 65 <mmqm of mmme

You may be eligible to participate i in a
clinical research study of an
investigational medication for
insomnia,

Study participants will receive:
Study medication

Study-related physical exams
‘Compensation for time and travel

Call today. 713-973-6993

BRECO RESEARCH
902 Frostwood, Suite 222
Houston, TX 77024
EEE.UﬂmooqmmmmBFno‘S

Check Angie’s List for thousands of unbiased ratings anc
Jeviews on service companies in your area. From painter:
and, ESva to movers. and mechanics, Angie’s List
members report about their real-life experiences to help
you decide who to hire, and who to avoid.

:m.m s list.

gmmmmrmmﬁnoa [ 713-850-9994
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