
Counsel to the hgh-profile 



-Al!tue4 y3ue~ sexal yJnoS e 40 &red sew oym 'Jaylow s!y woy ~sa~a~u!  OM^ pue way3 uaamlaq uaApl!y3 An04 aAey Aay1-9861 u! pa!uew aAam 
Aoqm03 s!y payJayu! 'u!Jsny u! dn ma~6 oym 'upan9aa .sUOspUPJ6 'uoyna u! Aemep6 puayaam A!ayJJe 'auer 'a4!m s!y pue u!Aan9aa y3!a 



.a: 
Cor$inued from A1 . .:J, , 

Hammer for the' umblenting 

- 9 



William P.-Allison, a Univer- help defend him from a charge of . DeGuerin the showman : 
sity of Texas criminal law pro- illegally selling machine guns. banged loudly on the door to : 
fessor and former defense law- The lead defense lawyer was begin his opening statement. . 
yer, said any animosity towafd Percy Foreman, the state's "Recreate the fear for the ju- j 
DeGuerin is understandable - greatest criminal defense law- ry," DeGuerin urged his stu- . 
and attractive to defendants. yer of his generation, whose dents. t 

"He's out of the 'ride 'em hard clients' included Jack Ruby and ? 
1 

and show no mercy' school of James Earl Ray. Foreman was so 
defense," AUison said. "When impressed with DeGwrin that Playing it straight : 
the kingpins (clients) come to he offerg him a job in the middle DeGuerin prides himself on : 
him, they know it's a fight to the of the w. not being buddy-buddy . with I 
fhish." , DeGuerin never looked back. prosecutors and judges and is : 

He learnedfromthe master for dismissive of colleagues who : 
Taught by the master 11 until he left in 1982 to 

make a name-and more money . 
DeGuerin grew up in Austin's - for himself. 

Bryker Woods neighborhood, . DeGuerin's hard work affords 
attending public schools here, him a nice lifestyle. . 
the University of Texas and its He lives near Rice University ' 
Law School. and owns a weekend getaway - 

His father, Mack, an oil and 100 acres at tiny Burton, about 70 I 
gas lawyer, yas politically con- miles east of Amtin near Bren- 
neded. He was a friend and aide ham - that he calls his ranch 
to Lyndon Johnson in the 1940s with "horses, longhorns and fire ' 
and also worked in the state at- ants." He moved in an old train 

I 
torney general's office. 

DeGuerin came to his cowboy 
fascination naturally. His 
mother, Marguerite, was &om a 
South' Texas ranching family, 
and the young DeGuerin spent 
summers working on an uncle's 
ranch. a 

D @ ~ r i d s  younger brother, 
Mike, is,.& a noted Houston 
defense lawyer. 

DeGaerin admits spending. . 
more time in his youth chasing 1 girIs.anddrinkingbeer.than 
studying. 
In college, an inebriated 

DeCSuerin was arrested for a p  
proaching Gov. Price Daniel's 
float to qffer him a beer. 

Tht y0ufWi.d mistake short- 
circuit& @is application to the ' 

FBI, but q e r i n  got a j ~ b  as a 
pro15e,a$or in Houston. After 
thkmy&rs, DeGuerin joined a 
W&&ar firm defending in- 
s-ce companies -st in- 
dividuals, mostly in workers' 
compensation cases. 

He hated it. He was bbred. 
Then fate intervened. 

A friend of IYeGuerin's, an- 
other lawyer, drafted him to 

dewt for-the main house. I 

are. I I .Thev go to court in tbe l 
morning&dplay golf(together) : 

. in the afternoon," he said. "I ; 
never tried to get along on I 

connections." 
He also can be choosy about : 

clients. 
DeGuerin has yigorouily d e  : 

I fended a client accused of dis- i 
membring a body to hide a , 
murder. He considers some of : 

He and his third wife, Jane, 1 
have been married since 1986. r. . . 
They have four children be- - . < ,  Ricardo B. &anieP A M E R I C A K S T A W  

tween them and -dsons. Dick Muerin is used to being in the mediaspotlight Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison. Most recently he has 
The couple Welongerbreaks He has defended millionaire Robert Durst and U.S. gotten attention for hisworkforU.S.Rep.TomDelay. 

at'Marfa -k the'3ig Bend area. 
They have expanded an old 
adobe house there but are look- 
ing for a m c h  in the area. 

B e G W  alsu says he likqjo 
"play cowboy" W.., going:+on 
roundbps at a Panhandle r@ch 
each spring. ' 

He. stitcHes togeFqr Ids far- 
flung legal practice andmestyle 
by piloting big Cessna. &. 

Each fall, DeGuerin teaches a 
course in advanced criminal 
defense at the University of 

Texas Schoo1 d Law. 
He mostly teaches from hi4 

own cases. 
Last D@ember, DeGuerin, 

$ W % o  his u'l' class, re- 
played a 811 tape of a.client, a 
young Thai man living in 
Houston, who admitted in the 
recording to shooting four un- 
armed people. 

DeGuerin's successful de- 
fense of .the man in 19% dem- 
onstrates two of his qylities: 
attention to detail and a mnse'of 
dramaticflair. . 

While the defendant admits 

shooting the people, his com- 
ments to his father, uttered as an 
aside in Thai, were also caught 
on tape. 

PeGuerin had them trapslat- 
ed because the comment that the 
young man feared for his life 
buttressed the defense. ' 

DeGuerin re-created the story 
from his client's perspective: A 
gang leader came to his doar in 
the early morning hours de- 
manding that he answer for 
comments he had made about 
the gang leader's girlfriend. 
There Bad been trouble before 

between the gang i d  the de- 
fendant's brother. So the defen- 
dant grabbed his gun and chased 
the gang leader back to a car 
where three others ' waited. He 
emptied h e  &n into a l l  four, 
thinking they were armed. 

Rosenthal assisted the prose- 
cution in that case. 

"I still believe the jury made a 
mistake," he said of the 
acquittal. 

But he also recalled DeGuerin 
bringing the defendant's alumi- 
num front doar - frame and all ' 
-to court. 

- ' He's but of the 'ride 'em hard and'show no mercy' school of defense. 
When the kingpins (clients) come to him, theg h o w  it's a fight to the finish.' 

-Z William P. Allison 
. , University of Tam ,p im id  law professor and former d e f k  lawyer 

his drug dealer clients "people ; 
of honor." I 

And DeGuerin, wlia is sup : 
porting, Mependent Kinky : 
Friedman for governor, vigor- : 
ously defends DeLay, the R e  
publican whom ' most Texas 
Democrats seem to dislike the 1 
most. I 

Yet he draws a line: "I don't :. 
represent snitches.'? I He had successfully defended , 
Steven M. W h ,  a noted @-ug I 
smuggler, in the past. But when 
Kalish decided that testifying ; 
against Panamhnian -tor 8 

Manuel Noriega in the early I 
1990s was his best option for ; 
beam a new federal charge,. ; 
DeGuerh withdrew &om the , 
case and found him a lawyer to f 
handle the negotiations. 

Allison, the UT professor, 1 
suggested that is a business d e  I 
cision as much as a moral one. ! 

DeGuerin seems to agree. 
"When you get a reputation as 

cases.". 

I a snitch lawyer," DeGuerin , 
said, "you don't get the bigJ 

Icopelln@statesman.cam; 445-3617 , 


