Counsel to the high-profile

With showmanship,
relentless drive, DeLay
defender collects wins
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Houston lawyer Dick DeGuerin does more than defend A-list clients such as Tom Delay. Forabreak, he spends time
on a 100-acre spread not far from Austin that he calls his ranch with ‘horses, longhorns and fire ants.’
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He’s The Hammer’s hammer.

In his conservative business
suit, cowboy boots stenciled
with his initials and a Stetson
Open Road cowboy hat, the 5-
foot-9-inch Dick DeGuerin
doesn’t cut an imposing figure.
And don’t call him flamboyant
— he hates that stereotype for
criminal defense lawyers — de-
spite his riding-roping-flying
lifestyle.

What is imposing is his bur-
nished reputation as one of
Texas’ best criminal defense
lawyers and his A-list clients
whose trials become Page One
news or made-for-TV movies.

DeGuerin, who is defending
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Sugar
Land, against money-
laundering charges stemming
from the 2002 elections, coun-
seled Branch Davidian cult
leader David Koresh before his
fiery showdown with the FBI. He -
gotan acquittal for U.S. Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison on misuse-of-
office charges. And he success-
fully argued toajury that Robert
Durst, the cross-dressing
Galveston millionaire, was act-
ing in self-defense when he
killed his neighbor before dis-
membering the body and
dumping it into Galveston Bay.

DeLay, nicknamed The
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Dick DeGuerin and his wife, Jane, at their weekend getaway in Burton, andsons. DeGuerin, who grew up in Austin, inherited his cowboy

were married in 1986. They have four children between them and two  interest from his mother, who was part of a South Texas ranch family.




pressure he puts on his political
enemies, has found in the
Houston lawyer his Ilegal
equivalent: a dogged defender
whose attention to detail, way
with jurors and overall court-
room skills won him the State
Bar of Texas’ Outstanding
Criminal Defense Lawyer
award in 1994.

More telling, his Houston
peers that same year chose him
in a newspaper poll as the law-
yer they would hire if they were
in trouble.

He’s not infallible. In 2003, an
Austin jury sentenced one of his
clients, Celeste Beard Johnson,
to life in prison for having her
husband shot as he slept in their
West Lake Hills home.

At 64, DeGuerin, who jogs
three miles daily when he’s not
running the steps at Rice Uni-
versity’s football stadium, has
not lost a step. He’s as dogged as
ever, whether he’s defending a
man accused of dismembering
his neighbor or dismantling his
political opposition.

" “Ifeel the client is right when
they walk through the door,”
DeGuerin said.

Last fall, DeLay was indicted
on two felony charges that he
conspired to violate the state
election code and launder cor-
porate money into campaign
donations to Republican candi-
dates for the 2002 elections.
Since he took over the case,
DeGuerin, a longtime Demo-
crat, has gotten one charge dis-
missed, has had a trial judge
replaced, has accused prosecu
tors of misconduct and is pre:
paring to argue that DeLay, the
bane of Democrats, can’t get a
fair trial in liberal Austin.

On Wednesday, DeGuerin
squares off in the 3rd Court of
Appeals against Travis County
prosecutors who are trying tc
get the dismissed indictment
brought back.

If the prosecutors haven'’t al:
ready figured out DeGuerin’s
style, Harris County District
Attorney Chuck Rosenthal has
one piece of advice forthem: “Be
sure and be prepared for
everything.”

Especially a grueling fight —
but within the rules. The State
Bar showed no disciplinary ac
tions against DeGuerin.

But that doesn’t mear
DeGuerin, who is charming anc
witty outside the courtroom
hasn’t rubbed some prosecutors
the wrong way with his bulldog
style and media savvy.

Most prosecutors whon
DeGuerin has faced — and usu
ally defeated — didn’t returr
phone calls for comment abou
their adversary.

Steve McCleery, the Travis
County prosecutor in the
Hutchison case, said, “His bes
skills are self-promotion anc
showmanshin.”
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